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How I Write: Jenna Blum

Chasing tornados, not fame, was Jenna Blum’s goal in spending five
years with Tempest Tours, a storm-chase company in Minnesota.
Already a New York Times and international bestselling author of
Those Who Save Us (Harcourt, 2004), Blum conducted whirlwind
research to produce her second novel, The Stormchasers (Dutton,
2010).

Something of a swirling vortex of energy herself, Blum is
passionate about writing—and writers who want to write.
Indefatigably persistent in pursuing her own dream of writing,
Blum sold her first story at age 16. Her ability to craft memorable
characters faced with moral dilemmas led to Blum being named
one of Oprah Winfrey’s “Top 30 Favorite Women Writers.”

Traveling cross-country frequently to promote her books—Blum
visited 800 book clubs in Massachusetts alone for Those Who Save
Us—Blum also teaches master novel workshops at Boston’s Grub
Street, one of the country’s largest creative-writing centers.

Why: Because I have to. Once possessed by a certain story, I have to get it out. My characters don’t give me
any choice. Then I write 24/7.

Routine: I spend one to three years writing longhand in a journal. I build a rough map of the book, like an
architect, literally taping pages all over my walls.

When I'm stuck, I walk my black lab. As answers come to me, I jot them down on yellow stickies and add
them to the wall.

Once 'm ready to begin, I block out the afternoons, often writing 13 to 16 pages if I'm in the zone.

Mornings I'll spend drinking the strongest coffee available and doing correspondence. I have to empty my
head before getting into my fiction.

Creating memorable characters: Often my students ask, “How do I get readers to like my characters?” I
tell them, “That’s not your job.” Characters are flawed people, like the rest of us.

Writer’s block: What blocks me is trying to find the right answer for getting from one point deep in the
story to another. I take lots of really long walks, then return to writing in my journal, posing questions. It’s
frustrating because I don’t know everything about the book.

Storm chasing as a metaphor for writing: With storm chasing, you start out with a basic idea of what you
want to see and where yow’ll go to see it, usually ending up a few degrees off due to atmosphere and
conditions.

Each storm teaches me something new about chasing, and each book teaches me something new about
writing. Both are humbling experiences.
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Groove to free playlists for writers
March 18, 2015

Get inspired and block out distractions with these
writer-minded playlists. Read More

Find your writing voice
March 13, 2015

One of the most precious aspects of a writer’s talent
is voice, the tell-tale sign of who is... Read More

How to interview like a psychiatrist
March 9, 2015

Expand your interviews by asking the right
questions. Read More

Unearthing future classics
March 3, 2015
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before-published stories by iconic authors a trend
in... Read More
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Need inspiration? @nickimporter on the
benefits of free downloads via @songza
@8tracks @spotify @stereomood
http://t.co/3BlkvPmcHY
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Are your phone interview skills working for
you? Use @nickimporter's tips to optimize
exchanges & stories: http://t.co/276 HbcK9ua
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The only difference? I know how my book is going to end before I begin. With chasing, you get there a

. . .@arielschrag talks about writing queer &
different way than what you originally thought.

trans characters in her first novel "Adam™
http://t.co/hEUZcqFzpE #amwriting

Writers she admires: I aspire to be like William Styron, writing about moral dilemmas. I admire many
writers for different things, including two of my Grub Street students: Randy Susan Meyers (The Murderer’s
Daughters), who’s working on multiple books; also, Nichole Bernier, who wrote her first novel, The
Unfinished Work of Elizabeth D [due out from Crown/Random House this spring], while pregnant with her
fifth child.

03:05:05 PM February 26, 2015 from Hootsuite
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It testifies to the fact that those who really want to write, write. They find a way to balance being a 9 The Writer magazine

caregiver to their family with being a caregiver to their characters. Like 26,193

The value of book clubs: Book clubs have the power to keep a book alive. I wonder where some books 2
would be without book clubs—and readers—passing books along. Those Who Save Us went viral because of mwgl # The Writer magazine

book clubs. 7 15hrs

Future goals: My goal is to keep writing good books. If I can write five good books in my life, then I feel I'll
have succeeded as a person.

Where do you write?

Advice shereceived early on: “Give up. Do something else.” Not because my writing was bad, but people
felt I was setting myself up for a lifetime of disappointment. Instead, I doubled up my efforts to prove them
wrong.

Advice she gives: “Never give in.” To succeed as a writer, you need perseverance. Believe in your
characters and their stories. If you do give in, maybe you weren’t meant to be a writer in the first place.

Kathy Shiels Tully is a freelance writer based in Melrose, Mass.
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8 Foods to Beat Writer’s Block

— thats great most cases i do
not believe i'm done yet

Teen spirit

— Wow, I am thinking to
N® submit my work.
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Media “platforming” blends writers and
readers
— Sounds like just another time suck.
I need filtering, indexes, reliable and
uncompromised reviews -- not more net ...

Let it flow
— That's excellent, Kim! Glad to know
@ you made some progress with our tips. Keep
writing!
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